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1
APPARATUS FOR SPINNING TEST TRAY OF
IN-LINE TEST HANDLER AND IN-LINE TEST
HANDLER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of the Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2013-0007050 filed on Jan. 22, 2013
which is hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth
herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Embodiments of the present invention relate to an appara-
tus for spinning a test tray and an In-line test handler.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Memory or non-memory semiconductor device and mod-
ule IC (hereinafter, referred to as ‘semiconductor device’) are
manufactured through apparatuses for performing various
processes. A test handler, one of the apparatuses, is an appa-
ratus enabling to bring the semiconductor device to be tested
into contact with a testing device, and to classify the tested
semiconductor devices in accordance with a test result. When
the semiconductor device is classified as a good quality on
basis of the test result, a process for manufacturing the semi-
conductor device is completed.

FIG. 1 is a plane view schematically illustrating a related
art test handler.

Referring to FIG. 1, a related art test handler 1000 may
include a loading unit 1100, a testing unit 1200, and an
unloading unit 1300.

The loading unit 1100 carries out a loading process for
loading the semiconductor device to be tested into a test tray
200. The testing unit 1200 carries out a testing process for
bring the semiconductor device received in test tray 200 into
contact with a testing device. The unloading unit 1300 carries
out an unloading process for detaching the tested semicon-
ductor device from the test tray 200.

The related art test handler 1000 cyclically transfers the test
tray 200 inside one apparatus so that the above loading pro-
cess, testing process and unloading process are sequentially
performed to the test tray 200. The related art test handler
1000 may have the following problems.

First, in case of the related art test handler 1000, it is
difficult to immediately transfer the test tray 200 which com-
pletes the loading process to the testing unit 1200. Until the
testing process is completed in the testing unit 1200, the test
tray 200 has to be waited in the loading unit 1100, which
causes a delay of working time. According as there is a
waiting time of the test tray 200 in the loading unit 1100, a
time period for the loading process of the next test tray 200 in
the loading unit 1100 is also delayed.

Second, the test tray 200 has to be waited in the loading unit
1100 until the testing process is completed, as mentioned
above. Thus, in case of the related art test handler 1000, the
test tray 200 which completes the unloading process is not
immediately transferred to the loading unit 1100, but is
waited in the unloading unit 1300. Accordingly, a time period
for the unloading process of the next test tray 200 in the
unloading unit 1300 is delayed.

Third, in case of the related art test handler 1000, even if
there are some problems in any part of the loading unit 1100,
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2

the testing unit 1200 and the unloading unit 1300, all struc-
tures or works including normal structures or works have to
be stopped.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, embodiments of the present invention are
directed to an apparatus for spinning a test tray and an in-line
test handler that substantially obviates one or more problems
due to limitations and disadvantages of the related art.

An aspect of embodiments of the present invention is to
provide an apparatus for spinning atest tray and an in-line test
handler including the apparatus, which prevents a delay of
working time even though there is a difference in time period
for each of loading process, unloading process and testing
process.

Another aspect of embodiments of the present invention is
to provide an apparatus for spinning a test tray and an in-line
test handler including the apparatus, which prevents a work-
ing time from being influenced by some problems which
might occur in apparatuses for carrying out loading process,
testing process and unloading process.

Additional advantages and features of the invention will be
set forth in part in the description which follows and in part
will become apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art
upon examination of the following or may be learned from
practice of the invention. The objectives and other advantages
of'the invention may be realized and attained by the structure
particularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly
described herein, there is provided an in-line test handler that
may include a first chamber unit for carrying out a testing
process of a semiconductor device; a second chamber unit for
carrying out a testing process of a semiconductor device,
wherein the first and second chamber unit facing in the dif-
ferent directions are provided at a predetermined interval
from each other; a sorting unit for carrying out a loading
process for receiving the semiconductor device to be tested in
the test tray, and an unloading process for detaching the tested
semiconductor device from the test tray, wherein the sorting
unit is provided at a predetermined interval from the first
chamber unit and the second chamber unit; a conveyor unit
for transporting the test tray so as to make the sorting unit, the
first chamber unit and the second chamber connected in-line;
and a spinning apparatus for spinning the test tray, which
spins the test tray so as to carry out the testing process under
the circumstances that the semiconductor devices received in
the test tray are arranged at the same position in each of the
first chamber unit and the second chamber unit.

In another aspect of embodiments of the present invention,
there is provided an apparatus for spinning a test tray that may
include a supporting unit for supporting a test tray transported
between first and second chamber units facing in the different
directions, wherein the first chamber unit is provided at a
predetermined interval from the second chamber unit; a base
unit to which the supporting unit is spinnably connected; and
a spinning unit, provided in the base unit, for spinning the
supporting unit so as to spin the test tray being supported by
the supporting unit, wherein the spinning unit spins the test
tray so that semiconductor devices received in the test tray are
tested at the same arrangement in each of the first chamber
unit and the second chamber unit.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
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present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
embodiment(s) of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a plane view for schematically illustrating a
related art test handler;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are concept views for illustrating effects in
an apparatus for spinning a test tray according to the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a plane view for schematically illustrating an
in-line test handler including an apparatus for spinning a test
tray according to the present invention;

FIG. 5 is aperspective view forillustrating an apparatus for
spinning a test tray according to the present invention;

FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view for illustrating an
apparatus for spinning a test tray according to the present
invention;

FIGS. 7 to 12 are lateral views for explaining an operation
of an apparatus for spinning a test tray according to the
present invention;

FIGS. 13 and 14 are bottom views for explaining an opera-
tion of an absorbing unit according to the present invention;

FIGS. 15 and 16 are lateral views for illustrating an appa-
ratus for spinning a test tray, which includes an elevating unit
according to the present invention;

FIGS. 17 and 18 are lateral views for illustrating an opera-
tion for changing a transporting path of a test tray by an
apparatus for spinning a test tray according to the present
invention;

FIG. 19 is a block diagram for illustrating an in-line test
handler according to the present invention;

FIG. 20 is a plane view for illustrating a chamber unit
according to the present invention;

FIGS. 21 and 22 are concept views for explaining embodi-
ments of chamber unit according to the present invention;

FIG. 23 is aplane view for illustrating a sorting unit accord-
ing to the present invention;

FIG. 24 is a lateral view for illustrating a conveyor unit
according to the present invention; and

FIG. 25 is a plane view for illustrating an in-line test han-
dler according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever pos-
sible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout the
drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

Hereinafter, an apparatus for spinning a test tray according
to embodiments of the present invention will be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Referring to FIGS. 2 to 4, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test
tray according to the present invention is provided to spin a
test tray 200 in an in-line test handler 100. The in-line test
handler 100 may include a plurality of chamber units 110, a
sorting unit 120, and a conveyor unit 130. In this case, a
testing process for a semiconductor device received in the test
tray 200 is carried out in each chamber unit 110. The sorting
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unit 120 carries out loading and unloading processes for the
semiconductor device. The sorting unit 120 is provided at a
predetermined interval from each chamber unit 110. The
conveyor unit 130 transports the test tray 200. The conveyor
unit 130 transports the test tray 200 so that the testing process
for the test tray 200 which completes the loading process by
the sorting unit 120 is carried out through at least one among
the plurality of chamber units 110. Also, the conveyor unit
130 transports the test tray 200 so that the unloading process
for the test tray 200 which completes the testing process via at
least one of the chamberunits 110 is carried out by the sorting
unit 120. That is, the chamber units 110 and the sorting unit
120 are connected in-line by the conveyor unit 130.

In this case, the in-line test handler 100 may include a first
chamber unit 111 and a second chamber unit 112 facing in
different directions, wherein the first and second chamber
units 111 and 112 are provided at a predetermined interval
from each other. The apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention spins the test tray 200
transported between the first chamber unit 111 and the second
chamber unit 112. Thus, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test
tray according to the present invention may be provided in
such a manner that an arrangement for testing the semicon-
ductor devices received in the test tray 200 is identical in the
first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber unit 112. This
will be described in detail as follows.

First, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the first chamber unit 111
and the second chamber unit 112 facing in opposite directions
are provided at a predetermined interval from each other. In
this case, unless the test tray 200 unloaded from the first
chamber unit 111 and supplied to the second chamber unit
112 spins, an arrangement for testing the semiconductor
devices received in the test tray 200 may be differently pro-
vided in the first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber
unit 112. In order to show more precisely, as shown in FIGS.
2 and 3, any one semiconductor device 300 among the semi-
conductor devices received in the test tray 200 is indicated as
a shaded rectangle section.

As shown in FIG. 2, with respect to a direction facing the
front of first chamber unit 111 (A arrow direction), the testing
process is carried out under the condition that the semicon-
ductor device 300 is positioned at the upper left side of the test
tray 200 in the first chamberunit 111. However, unless the test
tray 200 unloaded from the first chamber unit 111 spins, the
testing process is carried out under the condition that the
corresponding semiconductor device 300 is positioned at the
lower right side of the test tray 200 in the second chamber unit
112 with respect to a direction facing the front of second
chamber unit 112 (B arrow direction). When testing the semi-
conductor devices received in the test tray 200, the arrange-
ment for testing the semiconductor device in the first chamber
unit 111 is different from the arrangement for testing the
semiconductor device in the second chamber unit 112.

Accordingly, when carrying out the unloading process, the
sorting unit 120 (See FIG. 4) may have difficulties in classi-
fying the corresponding semiconductor device 300 by
classes. As the testing process is carried out in the chamber
unit 110, the class is given with respect to a position of the
semiconductor device. This is because the semiconductor
device 300 is tested at a first position (C1) in the first chamber
unit 111, and is tested at a second position (C2) in the second
chamber unit 112, wherein the first position (C1) is different
from the second position (C2). Thus, the class for the semi-
conductor device positioned at the first position (C1) of the
first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber unit 112 may
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be given to the different semiconductor devices, whereby it is
difficult for the sorting unit 120 (See FI1G. 4) to precisely carry
out the unloading process.

In order to overcome this problem, the apparatus 1 for
spinning a test tray according to the present invention spins
the test tray 200 so that the arrangement for testing the semi-
conductor devices received in the test tray 200 is identically
provided inthe first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber
unit 112.

Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 3, with respect to the direc-
tion facing the front of the first chamber unit 111 (A arrow
direction), the testing process is carried out under the condi-
tion that the semiconductor device 300 is positioned at the
upper left side of the test tray 200 in the first chamberunit 111.
Also, with respect to the direction facing the front of the
second chamber unit 112 (B arrow direction), the testing
process is carried out under the condition that the correspond-
ing semiconductor device 300 is positioned at the upper left
side of the test tray 200 in the second chamber unit 111. That
is, the testing process is carried out under the condition that
the semiconductor device 300 is identically positioned at the
first position (C1) in each of the first chamber unit 111 and the
second chamber unit 112. The semiconductor devices
received in the test tray 200 are tested under the condition they
are arranged at the same position in each of the first chamber
unit 111 and the second chamber unit 112.

Accordingly, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention enables to carry out the
testing process under the condition that the semiconductor
devices received in the test tray 20 are arranged at the same
position in each of the first chamber unit 111 and the second
chamber unit 112, to thereby improve preciseness and easi-
ness for the unloading process by the sorting unit 120 (See
FIG. 4). Also, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray accord-
ing to the present invention may promote the following effi-
ciency.

First, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray according to
the present invention enables to carry out the testing process
under the condition that the semiconductor devices received
in the test tray 200 are arranged at the same position in the
respective chamber unit 110, so that it is possible to remove
restrictions on providing the chamber units 110 in the same
direction. Thus, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention enables to improve easi-
ness of working and degree of freedom on the process for
arranging the chamber units 110 in the in-line test handler
100. Also, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray according to
the present invention is embodied to realize a minimum
movement of the test tray 200 among the sorting unit 120 and
the chamber units 110 in the in-line test handler 100.

Second, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray according to
the present invention enables to re-arrange the chamber unit
110 regardless of direction when a processing line is
expanded or reduced by adding or removing the chamber unit
110 in the in-line test handler 100, to thereby improve easi-
ness in working for expanding or reducing the processing
line.

Third, in case of the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention, the testing process is car-
ried out under the circumstances that the semiconductor
devices received in the test tray 200 are arranged at the same
position in the respective chamber units 110, whereby the
conveyor unit 130 enables to efficiently distribute the test tray
200 to the chamber units 110 regardless of the direction of the
chamber units 110 in consideration of time consumed for
carrying out each of the loading process, the unloading pro-
cess and the testing process. Thus, the apparatus 1 for spin-
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6

ning atest tray according to the present invention improves an
operational ratio of apparatuses in the in-line test handler 100,
and reduces a time period consumed until the loading process,
the testing process and the sorting process for the semicon-
ductor device are completed.

To this end, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray accord-
ing to the present invention may include the following struc-
tures.

Referring to FIGS. 410 6, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test
tray according to the present invention may include a support-
ing unit 2 for supporting the test tray 200, a base unit 3 to
which the supporting unit 2 is spinnably connected, and a
spinning unit 4 (See FIG. 6) for spinning the supporting unit
2 so as to spin the test tray 200 being supported by the
supporting unit 2.

The supporting unit 2 supports the test tray 200 (See FIG.
4) unloaded from the chamber units 110 (See FIG. 4). The
supporting unit 2 may support the test tray 200 unloaded from
the first chamber unit 111 (See FIG. 4). In this case, after the
test tray 200 is unloaded from the first chamber unit 111, the
unloaded test tray 200 may spin while being supported by the
supporting unit 2, and then may be supplied to the second
chamber unit 112 (See FIG. 4). The supporting unit 2 may
support the test tray 200 unloaded from the second chamber
unit 112. In this case, after the test tray 200 is unloaded from
the second chamber unit 112, the unloaded test tray 200 may
spin while being supported by the supporting unit 2, and then
may be supplied to the first chamber unit 111.

The supporting unit 2 may be positioned between the first
chamber unit 111 and the second chamber unit 112. The
supporting unit 2 makes the first chamber unit 111 and the
second chamber unit 112 connected in-line by the use of
conveyor unit 130 (See FIG. 4). For example, the conveyor
unit 130 may include a first conveyor module 131 (See FIG.
4) for making the first chamber unit 111 and the sorting unit
120 connected in-line, and a second conveyor module 132
(See FIG. 4) for making the second chamber unit 112 and the
sorting unit 120 connected in-line. In this case, the supporting
unit 2 is provided between the first conveyor module 131 and
the second conveyor module 132, whereby the first conveyor
module 131 and the second conveyor module 132 are con-
nected in-line. Accordingly, the first chamber unit 111 and the
second chamber unit 112 are connected in-line by the sup-
porting unit 2.

The supporting unit 2 may include a through hole 21
through which the test tray 200 passes. The supporting unit 2
is formed in a shape whose one side is opened by the through
hole 21. The test tray 200 is loaded into the supporting unit 2
via the through hole 21, and the test tray 200 is unloaded from
the supporting unit 2 via the through hole 21.

The supporting unit 2 may include guiding members 22
and 22' for guiding the movement of the test tray 200. Both
sides of the test tray 200 are inserted into the guiding mem-
bers 22 and 22', and are moved along the guiding members 22
and 22. Thus, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray accord-
ing to the present invention improve preciseness in the pro-
cess for loading the test tray 200 into the supporting unit 2 and
the process for unloading the test tray 200 from the supporting
unit 2. Also, the guiding members 22 and 22' may support the
test tray 200, wherein each of the guiding members 22 and 22
may be formed in v’ shape.

Referring to FIGS. 4 to 6, the base unit 3 supports the
supporting unit 2. The supporting unit 2 is spinnably con-
nected with the base unit 3. The supporting unit 2 may be
spinnably connected with the base unit 3 by the use of bearing
(not shown). The base unit 3 is connected with a main body
10. The main body 10 may support the base unit 3 so as to
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make the supporting unit 2 positioned at a height enabling to
transfer the test tray 200 (See FI1G. 4) between the supporting
unit 2 and the conveyor unit 130 (See FIG. 4). The main body
10 may support the base unit 3 so as to make the supporting
unit 2 positioned between the first conveyor module 131 (See
FIG. 4) and the second conveyor module 132 (See FIG. 4).

Referring to FIGS. 3 to 6, the spinning unit 4 is provided in
the base unit 3. The spinning unit 4 may spin the supporting
unit 2. Thus, the spinning unit 4 may spin the test tray 200
being supported by the supporting unit 2. Accordingly, the
spinning unit 4 spins the test tray 200 so that the semiconduc-
tor devices received in the test tray 200 are tested under the
circumstance that they are arranged at the same position in
each of the first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber
unit 112.

The spinning unit 4 may be positioned below the base unit
3. In this case, the base unit 3 may be positioned between the
spinning unit 4 and the supporting unit 2. The spinning unit 4
may be connected with the supporting unit 2 through the base
unit 3. The spinning unit 4 makes the supporting unit 2 spin
with respect to a spinning axis 4a (See FIG. 6) formed in a
vertical direction (Z-axis direction) from the base unit 3
toward the supporting unit 2. Accordingly, the test tray 200
being maintained in a horizontal state may spin by the spin-
ning unit 4.

If providing the first chamber unit 111 and the second
chamber unit 112 facing in the opposite direction, as shown in
FIG. 3, the spinning unit 4 (See FIG. 6) spins the test tray 200
at the angle of 180°. Accordingly, in comparison to the test
tray 100 unloaded from the first chamber unit 111, the test
tray 100 may spin at the angle of 180°, and may be supplied
to the second chamber unit 112. Thus, the semiconductor
devices received in the test tray 200 are tested under the
circumstance that they are arranged at the same position in
each of the first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber
unit 112.

If the first chamber unit 111 and the second chamber unit
112 are provided in the different directions by the angle of
90°, although not shown, the spinning unit 4 may spin the test
tray 200 at the angle of 90°. That is, the spinning unit 4 may
spin the test tray 200 by the predetermined angle correspond-
ing to the angle made by the first chamber unit 111 and the
second chamber unit 112 facing in the different directions.
The spinning unit 4 may spin the test tray 200 clockwise or
counterclockwise with respect to the spinning axis 4a (See
FIG. 6).

The spinning unit 4 may include a motor (not shown) for
producing a spinning power to spin the supporting unit 2. The
motor is directly connected with the supporting unit 2, to
thereby spin the supporting unit 2. If the motor is provided at
apredetermined interval from the supporting unit 2, the spin-
ning unit 4 may further include a connection means for con-
necting the motor and the supporting unit 2 with each other.
The connection means may be pulley and belt.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6 to 12, the apparatus 1 for
spinning a test tray according to the present invention may
further include a transferring unit 5, provided in the support-
ing unit 2, for transferring the test tray 200.

The transferring unit 5 transfers the test tray 200, which is
unloaded from the first chamber unit 111 (See FIG. 4), to the
supporting unit 2. The transferring unit 5 may transfer the test
tray 200 unloaded from the first conveyor module 131 (See
FIG. 4) to the supporting unit 2. In this case, the test tray 200
unloaded from the first conveyor module 131 corresponds to
the test tray 200 unloaded from the first chamber unit 111. If
the test tray 200 is supported by the supporting unit 2, the
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spinning unit 4 spins the supporting unit 2 so as to spin the test
tray 200 supported by the supporting unit 2.

The transferring unit 5 unloads the test tray 200 from the
supporting unit 2 so as to supply the test tray 200 which spins
by the spinning unit 4 to the second chamber unit 112 (See
FIG. 4). The transferring unit 5 may unload the test tray 200
which spins by the spinning unit 4 from the second conveyor
module 132 (See FIG. 4). In this case, the test tray 200
unloaded from the second conveyor module 132 may be
supplied to the second chamber unit 112.

As mentioned above, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention spins the test tray 200 so as
to carry out the testing process under the circumstance that the
semiconductor devices received in the test tray 200 are
arranged at the same position in each of the first chamber unit
111 and the second chamber unit 112, and transfers the test
tray 200 between the first chamber unit 111 and the second
chamber unit 112. In the above description, the test tray 200
is unloaded from the first chamber unit 111, and is then
supplied to the second chamber unit 112. The transferring
unit 5 may carry out the spinning and transferring functions
for the test tray 200 unloaded from the second chamber unit
112 and supplied to the first chamber unit 111.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6 to 12, the transferring unit 5 may
include an inserting member 51 (See FIG. 6) to be inserted
into the test tray 200, an elevating member 52 (See FIG. 6) to
which the inserting member 51 is connected, an elevating
module 53 (See FIG. 6) for elevating the elevating member
52, and adriving unit 54 (See FIG. 6) for moving the elevating
module 53.

The inserting member 51 protrudes from the elevating
member 52 in an upper direction (D arrow direction, See FI1G.
7) from the base unit 3 toward the supporting unit 2. When the
elevating module 53 raises the elevating member 52, the
inserting member 51 is inserted into a transferring groove 210
(See FIG. 7) of the test tray 200. According as the inserting
member 51 moves, the test tray 200 may be transferred. If the
elevating module 53 lowers the elevating member 52, the
inserting member 51 is detached from the transferring groove
210. Accordingly, the test tray 200 may be transferred from
the supporting unit 2 to the conveyor unit 130 (See FIG. 3)
without causing any hindrance to the inserting member 51.
Also, the test tray 200 may be transferred from the conveyor
unit 130 to the supporting unit 2 without causing any hin-
drance to the inserting member 51.

The inserting member 51 may be formed in a cylindrical
shape, but not limited to this shape. The inserting member 51
may be formed in any shape capable of being inserted into or
detached from the transferring groove 210, for example, rect-
angular parallelepiped. The transferring unit 5 may include
the plurality of inserting members 51. In this case, the insert-
ing members 51 may be provided at fixed intervals. FIG. 6
shows the transferring unit 5 including the three inserting
members 51, but not limited to this structure. The transferring
unit 5 may include the two inserting members 51, or the four
or more inserting members 51. The test tray 200 may include
the transferring grooves 210 whose number is roughly iden-
tical to the number of the inserting members 51.

The elevating member 52 is connected with the elevating
module 53. The inserting member 51 is connected with the
elevating member 52. According as the elevating module 53
raises the elevating member 52, the inserting member 51 is
also raised. Meanwhile, if the elevating module 53 lowers the
elevating member 52, the inserting member 51 is also low-
ered. The elevating member 52 may include a propping mem-
ber 521 connected with the inserting member 51, and a sup-
porting member 522 for supporting the test tray 200.
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The propping member 521 is connected with the elevating
module 53. The inserting member 51 protruding from the
propping member 521 in the upper direction (D arrow direc-
tion) is formed in the propping member 521. The propping
member 521 may be formed in a rectangular plate shape.

The supporting member 522 is connected with the prop-
ping member 521. The supporting member 522 protruding
from the propping member 521 in the upper direction (D
arrow direction) is connected with the propping member 521.
When the supporting unit 4 spins the supporting unit 2, the
supporting member 522 supports lateral surfaces of the test
tray 200 supported by the supporting unit 2, to thereby pre-
vent the test tray 200 from being detached by a centrifugal
force. The supporting member 522 supports the test tray 200
so that the test tray 200 transferred to the supporting unit 2 by
the conveyor unit 130 is stopped at a carrying-in position. The
carrying-in position corresponds to the position at which the
transferring groove 210 of'the test tray 200 is provided above
the inserting member 51. That is, the supporting member 522
may function as a stopper for the test tray 200 so as to
precisely stop the test tray 200 at the carrying-in position.

The supporting member 522 and the propping member 521
may be formed as one body. By the supporting member 522
and the propping member 521, the elevating member 52 may
be formed in “1_ ” shape. The supporting member 522, the
propping member 521 and the inserting member 51 may be
formed as one body.

The elevating module 53 is connected with the driving unit
54. The elevating module 53 may elevate the elevating mem-
ber 52. When the test tray 200 is positioned at the carrying-in
position, the elevating module 53 raises the elevating member
52, whereby the inserting member 51 is inserted into the
transferring groove 210. If the spinning unit 4 spins the test
tray 200 supported by the supporting unit 2 by spinning the
supporting unit 2, the elevating module 53 lowers the elevat-
ing member 52, whereby the inserting member 51 is detached
from the transferring groove 210.

The elevating module 53 may elevate the elevating member
52 by a cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneu-
matic cylinder, a ball screw method using motor and ball
screw, a gear method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear,
a belt method using motor, pulley and belt, or a linear motor
using coil and permanent magnet.

The driving unit 54 moves the elevating module 53.
According as the elevating module 53 moves, the elevating
member 52 and the inserting member 51 move. The driving
unit 54 is connected with the supporting unit 2. The driving
unit 54 moves the elevating module 53 so as to transfer the test
tray 200 from the carrying-in position to a spinning position.
The spinning position corresponds to the position at which
the test tray 200 is provided inside the supporting unit 2, that
is, the position for preventing the test tray 200 from protrud-
ing out of the supporting unit 2. Accordingly, when the spin-
ning unit 4 spins the supporting unit 2, itis possible to prevent
the test tray 200 from colliding with another structure. If the
spinning unit 4 spins the test tray 200 at the spinning position,
the driving unit 54 moves the elevating module 53 so as to
transfer the test tray 200 from the spinning position to a
carrying-out position. The carrying-out position corresponds
to the position at which the test tray 200 is unloaded from the
supporting unit 2 by the conveyor unit 130.

The driving unit 54 may move the elevating module 53 by
a cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneumatic
cylinder, a ball screw method using motor and ball screw, a
gear method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear, a belt
method using motor, pulley and belt, or a linear motor using
coil and permanent magnet. The driving unit 54 may include
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LM guide rail and LM guide block for guiding a linear move-
ment of the elevating module 53. The LM guide rail may be
connected with the supporting unit 2. The LM guide block is
linear-movably connected with the LM guide rail. The elevat-
ing module 53 may be connected with the LM guide block.

As mentioned above, the spinning unit 4 and the transfer-
ring unit 5 including the inserting member 51, elevating mem-
ber 52, the elevating module 53 and the driving unit 54 may be
operated as follows.

First, if the first conveyor module 131 (See FIG. 4) trans-
ports the test tray 200 to the supporting unit 2, as shown in
FIG. 7, the driving unit 54 moves the elevating module 53 to
the first conveyor module 131 (See FIG. 4). In this case, the
elevating member 52 is lowered by the elevating module 53 so
as to prevent the inserting member 51 from colliding with the
test tray 200. The elevating module 53 may adjust a height of
the elevating member 52 so as to provide the elevating mem-
ber 52 at the position capable of supporting the lateral sur-
faces of the test tray 200 without any collision between the
inserting member 51 and the test tray 200. Accordingly, the
supporting member 522 may support the test tray 200 so as to
precisely stop the test tray 200 at the carrying-in position.

Then, if the test tray 200 is positioned at the carrying-in
position, as shown in FIG. 8, the elevating module 53 raises
the elevating member 52. Accordingly, the inserting member
51 is inserted into the transferring groove 210.

After that, if the inserting member 51 is inserted into the
transferring groove 210, as shown in FIG. 9, the driving unit
54 moves the elevating module 53 so as to transfer the test tray
200 from the carrying-in position to the spinning position.
Accordingly, the test tray 200 is positioned inside the sup-
porting unit 2 so that the test tray 200 does not protrude out of
the supporting unit 2.

Then, if the test tray 200 is positioned at the spinning
position, as shown in FIG. 10, the spinning unit 4 spins the
supporting unit 2. Accordingly, the test tray 200 spins in the
direction enabling to test the semiconductor devices at the
same arrangement in each of the first chamber unit 111 and
the second chamber unit 112. For example, the spinning unit
4 may spin the supporting unit 2 at an angle of 180° with
respectto the spinning axis 4a. When the spinning unit 4 spins
the supporting unit 2, the elevating module 53 maintains the
elevating member 52 in its state being raised, whereby the
inserting member 51 is maintained in its state being inserted
into the transferring groove 210. Accordingly, the inserting
member 51 and the supporting member 522 prevent the
detachment of test tray 200 by a centrifugal force.

If the test tray 200 spins, as shown in FIG. 11, the driving
unit 54 moves the elevating module 53 so as to transfer the test
tray 200 from the spinning position to the carrying-out posi-
tion. Accordingly, the test tray 200 is provided at the position
enabling to unload the test tray 200 from the supporting unit
2 by the use of second conveyor module 132 (See FIG. 4).

Then, if the test tray 200 is positioned at the carrying-out
position, as shown in FIG. 12, the elevating module 53 lowers
the elevating member 52. Accordingly, the inserting member
51 is detached from the transferring groove 210. If the insert-
ing member 51 is detached from the transferring groove 210,
the second conveyor module 132 (See FIG. 3) may transport
the test tray 200 so as to unload the test tray 200 from the
supporting unit 2.

If the test tray 200 is unloaded from the supporting unit 2,
as shown in FIG. 7, the spinning unit 4 spins the supporting
unit 2 so that another test tray 200 unloaded from the first
conveyor module 131 (See FIG. 4) is loaded. The spinning
unit 4 makes the supporting unit 2 wait without spinning so
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that another test tray 200 unloaded from the second conveyor
module 132 (See FIG. 3) is loaded.

Referring to FIGS. 6, 13 and 14, the apparatus 1 for spin-
ning a test tray according to the present invention may further
include a protruding member 6 (See FIG. 13) formed in the
supporting unit 2, and an absorbing unit 7 connected with the
base unit 3 (See FIG. 6).

The protruding member 6 protrudes from the supporting
unit 2 in a lower direction (E arrow direction, See FIG. 6)
from the supporting unit 2 toward the base unit 3. That is, the
protruding member 6 is positioned between the supporting
unit 2 and the base unit 3. When the spinning unit 4 spins the
supporting unit 2 so as to spin the test tray 200, and then the
supporting unit 2 which spins is stopped, the protruding mem-
ber 6 is provided at the position being in contact with the
absorbing unit 7. The protruding member 6 is formed in a
rectangular parallelepiped, but not limited to this shape. The
protruding member 6 may be formed in any shape capable of
being in contact with the absorbing unit 7, for example, disk
shape.

The absorbing unit 7 elastically supports the protruding
member 6 during the process for spinning and stopping the
supporting unit 2 by the use of spinning unit 4 so that it is
possible to absorb an impact applied to the supporting unit 2
and the test tray 200 supported by the supporting unit 2.
Furthermore, the absorbing unit 7 enables to prevent the
semiconductor devices received in the test tray 200 from
being detached from the test tray 200 by vibration or shaking.
The absorbing unit 7 may include an elasticity member (not
shown) for elastically supporting the protruding member 6,
wherein the elasticity member (not shown) may be a spring.
The absorbing unit 7 is connected with one surface facing
from the base unit 3 toward the supporting unit 2. That is, the
absorbing unit 7 is positioned between the supporting unit 2
and the base unit 3.

If the spinning unit 4 makes the test tray 200, which is
supported by the supporting unit 2, spin at an angle of 180°,
the absorbing unit 7 elastically supports the protruding mem-
ber 6 which spins at an angle of 180° in accordance with the
supporting unit 2 which spins at an angle of 180°. If the
spinning unit 4 makes the test tray 200, which is supported by
the supporting unit 2, spin at an angle of 90°, the absorbing
unit 7 elastically supports the protruding member 6 which
spins at an angle of 90° in accordance with the supporting unit
2 which spins at an angle of 90°.

Referring to FIGS. 15 to 18, the apparatus 1 for spinning a
test tray according to the present invention may further
include an elevating unit 8 (See FIG. 15) for elevating the
supporting unit 2.

The elevating unit 8 may be connected with the main body
10. The base unit 3 may be connected with the elevating unit
8. According as the elevating unit 8 elevates the base unit 3,
the supporting unit 2 may be elevated. According as the
elevating unit 8 elevates the base unit 3, it is possible to
elevate the supporting unit 2, the spinning unit 4 and the
transferring unit 5.

The elevating unit 8 may elevate the base unit 3 by a
cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneumatic cyl-
inder, a ball screw method using motor and ball screw, a gear
method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear, a belt method
using motor, pulley and belt, or a linear motor using coil and
permanent magnet. If the elevating unit 8 elevates the base
unit 3 by the cylinder method, the base unit 3 is connected
with a cylinder rod, whereby the base unit 3 is elevated in
accordance with a movement of the cylinder rod. Although
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not shown, the elevating unit 8 may be directly connected
with the supporting unit 2, and the supporting unit 2 may be
elevated.

In this case, each of the first conveyor module 131 (See
FIG. 17) and the second conveyor module 132 (See FIG. 17)
may include a plurality of conveyors 130a (See FIG. 17) for
transporting the test tray 200.

The first conveyor module 131 may include the plurality of
conveyors 130a provided at fixed intervals in the vertical
direction (Z-axis direction). Accordingly, the first conveyor
module 131 may individually transport the plurality of test
trays 200 in accordance with a plurality of transporting paths
formed in the vertical direction (Z-axis direction). For
example, the first conveyor module 131 may include the
conveyor 130a for transporting the test tray 200 in accordance
with a first transporting path P1 (See FIG. 17), and the con-
veyor 130a for transporting the test tray 200 in accordance
with a second transporting path P2 (See FIG. 17). The second
transporting path P2 is provided in the lower direction (E
arrow direction) in comparison to the first transporting path
P1. In this case, under the circumstance that the test tray 200
is stopped by the conveyor 130a for forming the first trans-
porting path P1, the conveyor 130a for forming the second
transporting path P2 may be operated to transport the test tray
200.

The second conveyor module 132 may include the plurality
of conveyors 130a provided at fixed intervals in the vertical
direction (Z-axis direction). Accordingly, the second con-
veyor module 132 may individually transport the plurality of
test trays 200 in accordance with a plurality of transporting
paths formed in the vertical direction (Z-axis direction). For
example, the second conveyor module 132 may include the
conveyor 130a for transporting the test tray 200 in accordance
with the first transporting path P1, and the conveyor 130a for
transporting the test tray 200 in accordance with the second
transporting path P2. In this case, under the circumstance that
the test tray 200 is stopped by the conveyor 130q for forming
the first transporting path P1, the conveyor 130a for forming
the second transporting path P2 may be operated to transport
the test tray 200.

The elevating unit 8 may elevate the supporting unit 2 so as
to adjust a height of the test tray 200 transferred between the
supporting unit 2 and the conveyor unit 130 (See FIG. 4). In
this case, according as the elevating unit 8 elevates the base
unit 3, the supporting unit 2 is elevated. Thus, the apparatus 1
for spinning a test tray according to the present invention can
change the transporting path of the test tray 200 transported
between the first conveyor module 131 and the second con-
veyor module 132.

For example, as shown in FIG. 17, the test tray 200 trans-
ported along the first transporting path P1 in the first conveyor
module 131 may be transferred to the supporting unit 2 posi-
tioned at the height corresponding to the first transporting
path P1. In this case, the elevating unit 8 elevates the base unit
3 so that the supporting unit 2 is positioned at the height
corresponding to the first transporting path P1. The test tray
200 is transferred from the conveyor 130a of the first con-
veyor module 131 for forming the first transporting path P1 to
the supporting unit 2 positioned at the height corresponding
to the first transporting path P1, whereby the test tray 200 is
supported by the guiding member 22 of the supporting unit 2.

Ifthe test tray 200 is supported by the supporting unit 2, the
elevating unit 8 elevates the base unit 3 so that it is possible to
adjust the height of the test tray 200 supported by the sup-
porting unit 2. For example, as shown in FIG. 18, the elevating
unit 8 may lower the base unit 3 so as to make the supporting
unit 2 positioned at the height corresponding to the second



US 9,285,420 B2

13

transporting path P2. Accordingly, the test tray 200 supported
by the supporting unit 2 may be lowered to the height corre-
sponding to the second transporting path P2. The test tray 200
may be transferred from the supporting unit 2 positioned at
the height corresponding to the second transporting path P2 to
the conveyor 130a of the second conveyor module 132 for
forming the second transporting path P2. Accordingly, the
apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray according to the present
invention may change the transporting path of the test tray
200, which is transferred from the first conveyor module 131
to the second conveyor module 132, from the first transport-
ing path P1 to the second transporting path P2.

Although not shown, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention may change the transport-
ing path of the test tray 200, which is transferred from the first
conveyor module 131 to the second conveyor module 132,
from the second transporting path P2 to the first transporting
path P1. Also, the apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray accord-
ing to the present invention may change the transporting path
of the test tray 200, which is transferred from the second
conveyor module 132 to the first conveyor module 131,
between the first transporting path P1 and the second trans-
porting path P2. The apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention may transfer the test tray
200, maintained in its transporting path, between the first
conveyor module 131 and the second conveyor module 132,
without changing the transporting path of the test tray 200
transferred between the first conveyor module 131 and the
second conveyor module 132.

Hereinafter, the in-line test handler according to the
embodiments of the present invention will be described in
detail as follows.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 19, the in-line test handler 100
according to the present invention may include the chamber
units 110, the sorting unit 120, the conveyor unit 130 and the
apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray (hereinafter, referred to as
‘spinning apparatus’). The spinning apparatus 1 is the same as
the aforementioned apparatus 1 for spinning a test tray
according to the present invention, whereby a detailed
description for the spinning apparatus 1 will be omitted.

The sorting unit 120 carries out the loading process and the
unloading process. Each of the chamber units 110 carries out
the testing process. The plurality of chamber units 110 are
provided along the conveyor unit 130. The sorting unit 120
and the chamber units 110, provided at a predetermined inter-
val from each other, are connected in-line by the conveyor
unit 130. Accordingly, the in-line test handler 100 according
to the present invention is embodied in such a manner that the
respective chamber units 110 carry out the testing process
independently of the loading process and the unloading pro-
cess by the sorting unit 120. Thus, the in-line test handler 100
according to the present invention may promote the following
efficiency.

First, in case of the in-line test handler 100 according to the
present invention, even though any one of the chamber units
110 and the sorting unit 120 has problems, the remaining
units except one having problems are normally driven for
performing the corresponding work. Thus, even if any one of
the chamber units 110 and the sorting unit 120 has problems,
the in-line test handler 100 according to the present invention
prevents the entire system from being stopped, to thereby
prevent loss of working time.

Second, the in-line test handler 100 according to the
present invention efficiently distributes the test tray 200 by
the conveyor unit 130 in consideration of time consumed for
carrying out each of the loading process, the unloading pro-
cess and the testing process. Thus, it is possible to improve the
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operational ratio of apparatuses by the use of in-line test
handler 100 according to the present invention. Also, the
in-line test handler 100 according to the present invention
enables to test the semiconductor devices of the test tray 200
at the same arrangement in each of the chamber units 110 by
the use of spinning apparatus 1 so that it is possible to effi-
ciently distribute the test tray 200 by the conveyor unit 130
regardless of the direction of the chamber units 110 in con-
sideration of time consumed for carrying out each of the
loading process, the unloading process and the testing pro-
cess. Thus, it is possible to improve the operational ratio of
apparatuses by the use of in-line test handler 100 according to
the present invention.

Third, the in-line test handler 100 according to the present
invention enables to test the semiconductor devices of the test
tray 200 at the same arrangement in each of the chamber units
110 by the use of spinning apparatus 1 so that it is possible to
remove restrictions on providing the chamber units 110 in the
same direction. Accordingly, the in-line test handler 100
according to the present invention enables to improve easi-
ness of working and degree of freedom on the process for
arranging the chamber units 110. Also, the in-line test handler
100 according to the present invention is embodied to realize
aminimum movement of the test tray 200 between the sorting
unit 120 and the chamber units 110.

Fourth, the in-line test handler 100 according to the present
invention enables to re-arrange the chamber unit 110 regard-
less of direction when a processing line is expanded or
reduced by adding or removing the chamber unit 110, to
thereby improve easiness in working for expanding or reduc-
ing the processing line.

Fifth, in case of the in-line test handler 100 according to the
present invention, the sorting unit 120 is separately provided
from the chamber units 110 so that it is possible to decrease
the number of structures or devices provided in the sorting
unit 120. Accordingly, the in-line test handler 100 according
to the present invention enables to reduce a jam rate for the
sorting unit 120. Thus, the in-line test handler 100 according
to the present invention enables to reduce time for stopping
the sorting unit 120 in accordance with jam of the sorting unit
120, to thereby increase working time of the sorting unit 120.

Hereinafter, the chamber unit 110, the sorting unit 120 and
the conveyor unit 130 will be described in detail as follows.

Referring to FIGS. 19 and 20, the chamber unit 110 carries
out the testing process. The chamber unit 110 brings the
semiconductor devices received in the test tray 200 into con-
tact with a testing device 400 (See FIG. 20), to thereby carry
out the testing process. According as the semiconductor
device is brought into contact with the testing device 400, the
testing device 400 is electrically connected with the semicon-
ductor device, whereby the testing process for the semicon-
ductor device is carried out. The test tray 200 may receive the
plurality of semiconductor devices therein. In this case, the
chamber unit 110 makes the plurality of semiconductor
devices bring into contact with the testing device 400,
whereby the plurality of semiconductor devices are tested by
the testing device 400. The testing device 400 may include a
hi-fix board.

The chamber unit 110 may include a first chamber 110a
(See FIG. 20) for the testing process. The first chamber 110a
is provided with the testing device 400. If the semiconductor
devices received in the test tray 200 are brought into contact
with test sockets, the semiconductor devices being in contact
with the test sockets are tested by the testing device 400.

The chamber unit 110 may include a contacting unit 1105
(See FIG. 20) for bring the test tray 200 into contact with the
testing device 400. The contacting unit 1104 is provided in the
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first chamber 1104. The contacting unit 1105 brings the semi-
conductor devices received in the test tray 200 into contact
with the testing device 400.

Referring to FIGS. 19 to 22, the chamber unit 110 may
further include a second chamber 110¢ and a third chamber
1104.

The second chamber 110c¢ adjusts the semiconductor
devices received in the test tray 200 to a first temperature. The
semiconductor device to be tested is received in the test tray
200 positioned in the second chamber 110¢ by the use of
sorting unit 120. The test tray 200 positioned in the second
chamber 110c is transported to the chamber unit 110 by the
use of conveyor unit 130 (See F1G. 19), and is then transferred
to the second chamber 110c. The first temperature corre-
sponds to a temperature range of the semiconductor devices
to be tested when the semiconductor devices to be tested are
tested by the testing device 400. The second chamber 110¢
may include at least one of electric heater and liquid nitrogen
spraying system to adjust the semiconductor device to be
tested to the first temperature. When the semiconductor
device to be tested is adjusted to the first temperature, the test
tray 200 is transferred from the second chamber 110c to the
first chamber 110a.

The third chamber 1104 adjusts the semiconductor device
received in the test tray 200 to a second temperature. The
semiconductor device tested by the testing process is received
in the test tray 200 positioned in the third chamber 110d. The
test tray 200 positioned in the third chamber 1104 is trans-
ferred from the first chamber 110a. The second temperature
corresponds to a temperature range of room temperature or
adjacent temperature. The third chamber 1104 may include at
least one of electric heater and liquid nitrogen spraying sys-
tem to adjust the tested semiconductor device to the second
temperature. When the tested semiconductor device is
adjusted to the second temperature, the test tray 200 is trans-
ferred to the conveyor unit 130.

Although not shown, the chamber unit 110 may include a
transferring means (not shown) to transfer the test tray 200.
The transferring means may transfer the test tray 200. The
transferring means may transfer the test tray 200 by pushing
or pulling. The transferring means may transfer the test tray
200 with the semiconductor device to be tested from the
second chamber 110c¢ to the first chamber 110q. Transferring
means may transfer the test tray 200 with the tested semicon-
ductor device from the first chamber 1104 to the third cham-
ber 110d. The transferring means may transfer the test tray
200 by a cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneu-
matic cylinder, a ball screw method using motor and ball
screw, a gear method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear,
a belt method using motor, pulley and belt, or a linear motor
using coil and permanent magnet.

Referring to FIG. 21. the chamber unit 110 may be pro-
vided with the second chamber 110c¢, the first chamber 110a
and the third chamber 1104 arranged in parallel. In this case,
the chamber unit 110 may include the plurality of first cham-
bers 110a. The plurality of first chambers 110a may be depos-
ited in the vertical direction.

As shown in FIG. 22, the chamber unit 110 may be pro-
vided with the second chamber 110c¢, the first chamber 110a
and the third chamber 1104 deposited in the vertical direction.
That is, the second chamber 110c¢, the first chamber 110a and
the third chamber 1104 may be provided in the vertical direc-
tion. The second chamber 110¢ may be provided above the
first chamber 110a, and the third chamber 1104 may be pro-
vided below the first chamber 110a.
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Referring to FIGS. 19 to 22, the chamber unit 110 may
include a rotating unit 110e (See FIG. 21) for rotating the test
tray 200 between the horizontal state and the vertical state.

The rotating unit 110e is provided in the chamber unit 110.
The rotating unit 110e may rotate the test tray 200 with the
semiconductor device to be tested from the horizontal state to
the vertical state. Accordingly, the first chamber 110a may
carry out the testing process for the test tray 200 being in the
vertical state. Also, the sorting unit 120 may carry out the
loading process for the test tray 200 being in the horizontal
state. The rotating unit 110e may rotate the test tray 200 with
the tested semiconductor device from the vertical state to the
horizontal state. Accordingly, the sorting unit 120 may carry
out the unloading process for the test tray 200 being in the
horizontal state.

As shown in FIGS. 21 and 22, the chamber unit 110 may
include one rotating unit 110e. In this case, the rotating unit
110e may be provided between the second chamber 110c¢ and
the third chamber 1104d. The test tray 200 with the semicon-
ductor device to be tested is rotated by the rotating unit 110,
whereby the test tray 200 with the semiconductor device to be
tested is in the vertical state. After that, the test tray 200 being
in the vertical state is transferred from the rotating unit 110e
to the second chamber 110c¢ by the use of transferring means.
The test tray 200 with the tested semiconductor device is
transferred from the third chamber 1104 to the rotating unit
110e, and is rotated to be in the horizontal state by the use of
rotating unit 110e.

Although not shown, the chamber unit 110 may include a
first rotating unit for rotating the test tray 200 with the semi-
conductor device to be tested, and a second rotating unit for
rotating the test tray 200 with the tested semiconductor
device. The first rotating unit may be provided inside or
outside the second chamber 110c. The second rotating unit
may be provided inside or outside the third chamber 1104.

Although not shown, the chamber unit 110 may carry out
the testing process for the test tray 200 being in the horizontal
state without using the rotating unit 110e. In this case, while
the test tray 200 being in the horizontal state is transferred
among the second chamber 110c¢, the first chamber 110« and
the third chamber 1104, the testing process is carried out.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4 and 19, the transferring means may
transfer the test tray 200 supported by the conveyor unit 130
to the chamber unit 110. The transferring means may transfer
the test tray 200 supported by the conveyor unit 130 to the first
chamber 110qa. If the chamber unit 110 includes the second
chamber 110c¢, the transferring means may transfer the test
tray 200 supported by the conveyor unit 130 to the first cham-
ber 110a via the second chamber 110c¢.

The transferring means may transfer the test tray 200
which completes the testing process to the conveyor unit 130.
The transferring means may transfer the test tray 200 which
completes the testing process from the first chamber 110a to
the conveyor unit 130. If the chamber unit 110 includes the
third chamber 1104, the transferring means may transfer the
test tray 200 which completes the testing process from the
first chamber 110a to the conveyor unit 130 via the third
chamber 1104.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4 and 19, the plurality of chamber
units 110 may be provided along the conveyor unit 130. The
in-line test handler 100 according to the present invention
may include the first chamber unit 111 and the second cham-
ber unit 112 facing in the different directions.

The first chamber unit 111 is connected in-line with the
sorting unit 120 by the use of first conveyor module 131. The
transferring means of the first chamber unit 111 may transfer
the test tray 200 supported by the first conveyor module 131
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to the first chamber 110a (See FIG. 20). The transferring
means of the first chamber unit 111 may transfer the test tray
200 supported by the first conveyor module 131 to the first
chamber 110a (See FIG. 20) via the second chamber 110¢
(See FIG. 20).

The transferring means of the first chamber unit 111 may
transfer the test tray 200 which completes the testing process
to the first conveyor module 131. The transferring means of
the first chamber unit 111 may transfer the test tray 200 which
completes the testing process from the first chamber 110a
(See FIG. 2) to the first conveyor module 131. The transfer-
ring means of the first chamber unit 111 may transfer the test
tray 200 which completes the testing process from the first
chamber 110a (See FIG. 20) to the first conveyor module 131
via the third chamber 1104 (See FIG. 20).

The in-line test handler 100 according to the present inven-
tion may include the plurality of first chamber units 111. In
this case, the plurality of first chamber units 111 may be
provided at fixed intervals in the first axis direction (X-axis
direction) along the first conveyor modules 131.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4 and 19, the second chamber unit
112 may be connected in-line with the sorting unit 120 by the
use of second conveyor module 132. The transferring means
of'the second chamber unit 112 may transfer the test tray 200
supported by the second conveyor module 132 to the first
chamber 110a (See FIG. 20). The transferring means of the
second chamber unit 112 may transfer the test tray 200 sup-
ported by the second conveyor module 132 to the first cham-
ber 110a (See FIG. 20) via the second chamber 110¢ (See
FIG. 20).

The transferring means of the second chamber unit 112
may transfer the test tray 200 which completes the testing
process to the second conveyor module 132. The transferring
means of the second chamber unit 112 may transfer the test
tray 200 which completes the testing process from the first
chamber 110a (See FIG. 20) to the second conveyor module
132. The transferring means of the second chamber unit 112
may transfer the test tray 200 which completes the testing
process from the first chamber 110a (See FIG. 20) to the
second conveyor module 132 via the third chamber 1104 (See
FIG. 20).

The in-line test handler 100 according to the present inven-
tion may include the plurality of second chamber units 112. In
this case, the plurality of second chamber units 112 may be
provided at fixed intervals in the first axis direction (X-axis
direction) along the second conveyor modules 132. The sec-
ond chamber units 112 and the first chamber units 111 may be
provided at fixed intervals in the second axis direction (Y-axis
direction) being in perpendicular to the first axis direction
(X-axis direction). In this case, the first conveyor module 131
and the second conveyor module 132 may be provided at a
predetermined interval from each other in the second axis
direction (Y-axis direction). The spinning apparatus 1 may be
provided between the first conveyor module 131 and the
second conveyor module 132 so that the first conveyor mod-
ule 131 and the second conveyor module 132 may be con-
nected in-line with each other.

The second chamber unit 112 and the first chamber unit
111 may carry out the testing process for the semiconductor
device at the different temperatures. For example, the first
chamber unit 111 tests the semiconductor device under high-
temperature circumstances, and the second chamber unit 112
tests the semiconductor device under low-temperature cir-
cumstances. In this case, the conveyor unit 130 transports the
test tray 200 to the first chamber unit 111 so as to test the
semiconductor device under high-temperature circum-
stances, and then transports the test tray 200, which is
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unloaded from the first chamber unit 111 after completing the
testing process, to the second chamber unit 112, so as to test
the semiconductor device under low-temperature circum-
stances. The conveyor unit 130 may firstly transport the test
tray 200 to the second chamber unit 112 so as to test the
semiconductor device under low-temperature circumstance,
and then transport the test tray 200, which is unloaded from
the second chamber unit 112 after completing the testing
process, to the first chamber unit 111 so as to test the semi-
conductor device under high-temperature circumstances.
During this process, the spinning apparatus 1 may spin the
test tray 200 transported between the first chamber unit 111
and the second chamber unit 112 so as to test the semicon-
ductor devices received in the test tray 200 at the same
arrangement in each of the first chamber unit 111 and the
second chamber unit 112.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4,19 and 23, the sorting unit 120 may
carry out the loading process and the unloading process. The
sorting unit 120 may be provided at a predetermined interval
from the chamber units 110. The sorting unit 120 may include
a loading unit 121 (See FIG. 23) for carrying out the loading
process.

The loading unit 121 transfers the semiconductor device to
betested from a customer tray to the test tray 200. The loading
unit 121 may include a loading stacker 1211 (See FIG. 23)
and a loading picker 1212 (See FIG. 23).

The loading stacker 1211 supports the customer tray. The
customer tray supported by the loading stacker 1211 receives
the semiconductor devices to be tested therein. The loading
stacker 1211 may store the plurality of customer trays with
the semiconductor devices to be tested. The customer trays
being deposited in the vertical direction may be stored in the
loading stacker 1211.

The loading picker 1212 may pick up the semiconductor
device to be tested from the customer tray positioned at the
loading stacker 1211, and receive the semiconductor device
to be tested in the test tray 200. When the semiconductor
device to be tested is received in the test tray 200, the test tray
200 may be positioned at a loading position 121a (See FIG.
23). While the loading picker 1212 moves in the first axis
direction (X-axis direction) and the second axis direction
(Y-axis direction), the loading picker 1212 may transfer the
semiconductor device to be tested. The loading picker 1212
may be elevated.

The loading unit 121 may further include a loading buffer
1213 (See FIG. 23) for temporarily receiving the semicon-
ductor device to be tested. In this case, the loading picker
1212 picks up the semiconductor device to be tested from the
customer tray, and receives the picked-up semiconductor
device in the test tray 200 positioned at the loading position
121a via the loading buffer 1213. The loading picker 1212
may include a first loading picker 12124 (See FIG. 23) for
transferring the semiconductor device to be tested from the
customer tray to the loading buffer 1213, and a second load-
ing picker 12125 (See FIG. 23) for transferring the semicon-
ductor device to be tested from the loading buffer 1213 to the
test tray 200.

Although not shown, the loading unit 121 may include a
loading transferring means for transferring the test tray 200.
The loading transferring means may transfer the test tray 200
by pushing or pulling. The loading transferring means may
transfer the test tray 200 which completes the loading process
from the loading position 121« to the conveyor unit 130. The
loading transferring means may transfer the vacant test tray
200 from the conveyor unit 130 to the loading position 121a.
The loading transferring means may transfer the test tray 200
by a cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneumatic
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cylinder, a ball screw method using motor and ball screw, a
gear method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear, a belt
method using motor, pulley and belt, or a linear motor using
coil and permanent magnet.

Referring to FIGS. 3,4, 19 and 23, the sorting unit 120 may
include an unloading unit 122 (See FIG. 23) for carrying out
the unloading process.

The unloading unit 122 detaches the tested semiconductor
device from the test tray 200, and then transfers the tested
semiconductor device to the customer tray. The unloading
unit 122 may include an unloading stacker 1221 (See F1G. 23)
and an unloading picker 1222 (See FIG. 23).

The unloading stacker 1221 supports the customer tray.
The customer tray supported by the unloading stacker 1221
receives the tested semiconductor devices therein. The
unloading stacker 1221 may store the plurality of customer
trays with the tested semiconductor devices. The customer
trays being deposited in the vertical direction may be stored in
the unloading stacker 1221.

The unloading picker 1222 may pick up the tested semi-
conductor device from the test tray 200, and receives the
tested semiconductor device in the customer tray positioned
at the unloading stacker 1221. When picking up the tested
semiconductor device from the test tray 200, the test tray 200
may be positioned at an unloading position 122a (See FIG.
23). When the tested semiconductor device is received in the
customer tray, the tested semiconductor device is classified in
accordance with the testing result, and is then received in the
corresponding customer tray on the basis of the class by the
use of unloading picker 1222. While the unloading picker
1222 moves in the first axis direction (X-axis direction) and
the second axis direction (Y-axis direction), the unloading
picker 1222 may transfers the tested semiconductor device.
The unloading picker 1222 may be elevated. The test tray 200
is vacant when the unloading unit 122 detaches all of the
tested semiconductor devices from the test tray 200. In this
case, the sorting unit 120 may transfer the vacant test tray 200
from the unloading unit 122 to the loading unit 121.

The unloading unit 122 may further include an unloading
buffer 1223 (See FIG. 23) for temporarily receiving the tested
semiconductor device. In this case, the unloading picker 1222
picks up the tested semiconductor device from the test tray
200 positioned at the unloading position 1224, and receives
the picked-up semiconductor device in the customer tray via
the unloading buffer 1223. The unloading picker 1222 may
include a first unloading picker 1223a (See FIG. 23) for
transferring the tested semiconductor device from the test tray
200 to the unloading buffer 1223, and a second unloading
picker 12235 (See FIG. 23) for transferring the tested semi-
conductor device from the unloading buffer 1223 to the cus-
tomer tray.

Although not shown, the unloading unit 122 may include
an unloading transferring means for transferring the test tray
200. The unloading transferring means may transfer the test
tray 200 by pushing or pulling. The unloading transferring
means may transfer the test tray 200 which completes the
testing process from the conveyor unit 130 (See FIG. 22) to
the unloading position 122q. The unloading transferring
means may transfer the test tray 200, which is vacant after
completing the unloading process, from the unloading posi-
tion 1224 to the conveyor unit 130. The unloading transfer-
ring means may transfer the test tray 200, which is vacant
after completing the unloading process, from the unloading
position 122a to the loading position 121a. The unloading
transferring means may transfer the test tray 200 by a cylinder
method using hydraulic cylinder or pneumatic cylinder, a ball
screw method using motor and ball screw, a gear method
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using motor, rack gear and pinion gear, a belt method using
motor, pulley and belt, or a linear motor using coil and per-
manent magnet.

Although not shown, the in-line test handler 100 according
to the present invention may include the plurality of sorting
units 120. In this case, the plurality of sorting units 120 may
be provided at fixed intervals along the conveyor unit 130.
According to a modified embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the sorting unit 120 may be provided in such a manner
that the loading unit 121 is provided at a predetermined inter-
val from the unloading unit 122. Accordingly, the in-line test
handler 100 according to the present invention may be
embodied in such a manner that the loading process and the
unloading process may be independently carried out. Thus,
the loading process, the unloading process and the testing
process are independently carried out in the in-line test han-
dler 100 according to the present invention so that it is pos-
sible to minimize a mutual influence of working time con-
sumed for each process. The loading unit 121 and the
unloading unit 122 may be provided at a predetermined inter-
val from each other along the conveyor unit 130.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4 and 19, the conveyor unit 130
transfers the test tray 200 so that the test tray 200 is transferred
among the sorting unit 120 and the chamber units 110. The
conveyor unit 130 transfers the test tray 200, which is
unloaded from the sorting unit 120, to the chamber unit 110.
The conveyor unit 130 transfers the test tray 200, which is
unloaded from the chamber unit 110, to the sorting unit 120.
Thus, the in-line test handler 100 according to the present
invention cyclically moves the test tray 200 among the sorting
unit 120 and the chamber units 110 provided at fixed intervals
by the use of conveyor unit 130, to thereby carry out the
loading process, the testing process and the unloading process
for the semiconductor device received in the test tray 200.

Referring to FIG. 24, the conveyor unit 130 may include
the plurality of conveyors 130a for transporting the test tray
200. The conveyor 130a may include a plurality of rolling
members 1305 provided at fixed intervals. The conveyor 130a
makes the respective rolling members 1306 roll with respect
to their own rolling axes. The test tray 200 supported by the
rolling members 1305 may be transported in accordance with
the rolling of the rolling members 1305. The conveyor 130a
make the rolling members 1305 roll with respect to their own
rolling axes clockwise or counterclockwise. Accordingly, the
conveyor 130a adjusts the rolling direction of the rolling
members 1305, to thereby adjust the transporting direction of
the test tray 200. Each of the rolling members 1305 may be
formed in a cylindrical shape.

Although not shown, the conveyor 130a may include a
power source for making the rolling members 1305 roll with
respect to their own rolling axes. The power source may be a
motor. The conveyor 130a may include a connecting means
for connecting the power source with the respective rolling
axes of the rolling members 1305. The connecting means may
be pulley and belt. The conveyor 130a may further include a
circulating member (not shown) for covering the rolling
members 1305. The test tray 200 is supported by the circu-
lating member. The circulating member moves according as
the rolling members 13056 provided therein roll with respect to
their own rolling axes, whereby the test ray 200 is transported
by the circulating member.

The conveyor 130a may include an installing member 130c¢
for supporting the rolling members 1305. The installing
member 130¢ supports the rolling members 1305 so that the
test tray 200 supported by the rolling members 1305 is posi-
tioned at a predetermined height. The installing member 130c¢
supports the rolling members 1305 so that the test tray 200
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supported by the rolling members 1304 is positioned at the
height suitable for being transferred to the chamber unit 110
(See FIG. 4) and the sorting unit 120 (See FIG. 4). The
installing member 130c¢ may support the rolling members
1305 so that the test tray 200 being unloaded from the cham-
berunit 110 (See FIG. 4) and the sorting unit 120 (See FIG. 4)
may be positioned at the height suitable for being transferred
to the rolling members 1305.

The conveyor unit 130 may include the plurality of con-
veyors 130a, wherein the conveyors 130a may be provided
adjacently to one another. As the test tray 200 is transported
along the conveyors 130q, the test tray 200 may be transferred
between the chamber unit 110 (See FIG. 4) and the sorting
unit 120 (See FIG. 4). The conveyors 130a, which are oper-
ated individually, move the test tray 200 individually. For
example, under the circumstance that at least one of the con-
veyors 130 is stopped, another conveyor 130a may be oper-
ated so as to transport the test tray 200. Each of the first
conveyor module 131 and the second conveyor module 132
may include the plurality of conveyors 130a.

Referring to FIG. 25, the conveyor unit 130 may include
the first conveyor module 131 and the second conveyor mod-
ule 132.

The sorting unit 120 and the first chamber unit 111 are
connected in-line with each other by the first conveyor mod-
ule 131. The first conveyor module 131 may include the
plurality of conveyors 130a (See FIG. 24). If the in-line test
handler 100 according to the present invention includes the
plurality of first chamber units 111, the first chamber units
111 may be provided along the first conveyor module 131.
The first conveyor module 131 is connected with one side of
the spinning apparatus 1. Accordingly, the test tray 200 may
be transported between the first conveyor module 131 and the
spinning apparatus 1.

Although not shown, the first conveyor module 131 may
include a first transferring means for transferring the test tray
200. The first transferring means may transfer the test tray 200
by pushing or pulling. The first transferring means may trans-
fer the test tray which completes the loading process to the
first chamber unit 111. The first transferring means may
unload the test tray 200 which completes the testing process
from the first chamber unit 111. As the first transferring
means and the transferring means of the first chamber unit
111 are operated together, the test tray 200 may be transported
between the first chamber unit 111 and the first conveyor
module 131.

The first transferring means may transfer the test tray
unloaded from the first chamber unit 111 to the spinning
apparatus 1. The first transferring means may transfer the test
tray 200, which is unloaded from the second chamber unit
112, to the spinning apparatus 1. As the first transferring
means and the transferring unit 5 (See FIG. 5) of the spinning
apparatus 1 are operated together, the test tray 200 may be
transported between the first conveyor module 131 and the
spinning apparatus 1.

The first transferring means may transfer the test tray 200
by a cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneumatic
cylinder, a ball screw method using motor and ball screw, a
gear method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear, a belt
method using motor, pulley and belt, a linear motor using coil
and permanent magnet, or a conveyor method using roller and
belt.

The sorting unit 120 and the second chamber unit 112 are
connected in-line with each other by the second conveyor
module 132. The second conveyor module 132 may include
the plurality of conveyors 130a (See FIG. 24). If the in-line
test handler 100 according to the present invention includes
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the plurality of second chamber units 112, the second cham-
ber units 112 may be provided along the second conveyor
module 132. The second conveyor module 132 and the first
conveyor module 131 may be provided at a predetermined
interval from each other in the second axis direction (Y-axis
direction). The second conveyor module 132 is connected
with the other side of the spinning apparatus 1. Accordingly,
the test tray 200 may be transported between the second
conveyor module 132 and the spinning apparatus 1. One side
of the spinning apparatus 1 may be connected with the first
conveyor module 131 and the other side of the spinning
apparatus 1 may be connected with the second conveyor
module 132. Thus, the test tray 200 may be transported
among the first conveyor module 131, the spinning apparatus
1 and the second conveyor module 132.

The in-line test handler 100 according to the present inven-
tion may include the plurality of spinning apparatuses 1. In
this case, the spinning apparatuses 1 may be positioned
between the first conveyor module 131 and the second con-
veyor module 132, and provided along the first conveyor
module 131 and the second conveyor module 132. The spin-
ning apparatuses 1 may be provided at fixed intervals in the
first axis direction (X-axis direction). Thus, the in-line test
handler 100 according to the present invention enables to
efficiently distribute the test tray 200 by the spinning appara-
tuses 1 regardless of the direction of the chamber units 110 in
consideration of time consumed for carrying out each of the
loading process, the unloading process and the testing pro-
cess. Thus, the in-line test handler 100 according to the
present invention improves the operational ratio, and reduces
the time consumed until the loading process, the testing pro-
cess and the sorting process for the semiconductor device are
completed.

Although not shown, the second conveyor module 132 may
include a second transferring means for transferring the test
tray 200. The second transferring means may transfer the test
tray 200 by pushing or pulling. The second transferring
means may transfer the test tray 200 which completes the
loading process to the second chamber unit 112. The second
transferring means may unload the test tray 200 which com-
pletes the testing process from the second chamber unit 112.
As the second transferring means and the transferring means
of'the second chamber unit 112 are operated together, the test
tray 200 may be transported between the second chamber unit
112 and the second conveyor module 132.

The second transferring means may transfer the test tray
200 unloaded from the second chamber unit 112 to the spin-
ning apparatus 1. The second transferring means may transfer
the test tray 200, which is unloaded from the second chamber
unit 112, to the spinning apparatus 1. As the second transfer-
ring means and the transferring unit 5 (See FIG. 5) of the
spinning apparatus 1 are operated together, the test tray 200
may be transported between the spinning apparatus 1 and the
second conveyor module 132.

The second transferring means may transfer the test tray
200 by a cylinder method using hydraulic cylinder or pneu-
matic cylinder, a ball screw method using motor and ball
screw, a gear method using motor, rack gear and pinion gear,
a belt method using motor, a linear motor using coil and
permanent magnet or a conveyor method using roller and belt.

Referring to FIGS. 17 to 19, each of the first conveyor
module 131 and the second conveyor module 132 may
include the plurality of conveyors 130a (See FIG. 17) pro-
vided at fixed intervals in the vertical direction (Z-axis direc-
tion).

The first conveyor module 131 may individually transport
the plurality of test trays 200 along the plurality of transport-
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ing paths formed in the vertical direction (Z-axis direction).
For example, the first conveyor module 131 may include the
conveyor 130aq for transporting the test tray 200 in accordance
with the first transporting path P1 (See FIG. 17), and the
conveyor 130aq for transporting the test tray 200 in accordance
with the second transporting path P2 (See FIG. 17). In this
case, under the circumstance that the test tray 200 is stopped
by the conveyor 130a for forming the first transporting path
P1, the first conveyor module 131 may be operated to trans-
port the test tray 200 by the use of conveyor 130a for forming
the second transporting path P2.

The second conveyor module 132 may individually trans-
port the plurality of test trays 200 along the plurality of
transporting paths formed in the vertical direction (Z-axis
direction). For example, the second conveyor module 132
may include the conveyor 130a for transporting the test tray
200 in accordance with the first transporting path P1, and the
conveyor 130aq for transporting the test tray 200 in accordance
with the second transporting path P2. In this case, under the
circumstance that the test tray 200 is stopped by the conveyor
130a for forming the first transporting path P1, the second
conveyor module 132 may be operated to transport the test
tray 200 by the use of conveyor 130q for forming the second
transporting path P2.

Ifthetest tray 200 is transferred from the conveyor unit 130
to the chamber unit 110 or from the chamber unit 110 to the
conveyor unit 130, the in-line test handler 100 according to
the present invention may transport the test tray 200 by the use
of first transporting path (P1). If there is the test tray 200
waited in the first transporting path P1, the in-line test handler
100 according to the present invention transfers the next test
tray 200 by the use of second transporting path P2 so as to
avoid the testing tray 200 waited in the first transporting path
P1.

If the test tray 200 passing through the first chamber unit
111 is directly transferred to the sorting unit 120 without
passing through the second chamber unit 112, the in-line test
handler 100 according to the present invention may transfer
the corresponding test tray 200 by the use of second trans-
porting path P2. If the test tray 200 passing through the
second chamber unit 112 is directly transferred to the sorting
unit 120 without passing through the first chamber unit 111,
the in-line test handler 100 according to the present invention
may transfer the corresponding test tray 200 by the use of
second transporting path P2. In this case, the spinning appa-
ratus 1 may change the transporting path of the test tray 200
transported between the first conveyor module 131 and the
second conveyor module 132.

According to the present invention, it is possible to prevent
a delay of working time even though there is a difference in
time period for each of loading process, unloading process
and testing process, to thereby improve yield for the semi-
conductor device.

Also, even if any one ofthe apparatuses for carrying out the
loading process, unloading process and testing process has
problems, it is possible to prevent the entire system from
being stopped, to thereby prevent loss of working time.

Furthermore, it is possible to improve easiness of working
and degree of freedom on the process for arranging the appa-
ratuses for carrying out the loading process, unloading pro-
cess and testing process, to thereby realize easiness of work-
ing on the process for expanding or reducing the processing
line, and to reduce an additional cost consumed for the above
working.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
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inventions. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
covers the modifications and variations of this invention pro-
vided they come within the scope of the appended claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An in-line test handler comprising:

a first chamber unit for carrying out a testing process of a
semiconductor device;

a second chamber unit for carrying out a testing process of
a semiconductor device, wherein the first and second
chamber units facing in the different directions are pro-
vided at a predetermined interval from each other;

a sorting unit for carrying out a loading process for receiv-
ing the semiconductor device to be tested in the test tray,
and an unloading process for detaching the tested semi-
conductor device from the test tray, wherein the sorting
unitis provided at a predetermined interval from the first
chamber unit and the second chamber unit;

a conveyor unit for transporting the test tray so as to make
the sorting unit, the first chamber unit and the second
chamber connected in-line; and

a spinning apparatus for spinning the test tray, which spins
the test tray so as to carry out the testing process under
the circumstances that the semiconductor devices
received in the test tray are arranged at the same position
in each of the first chamber unit and the second chamber
unit.

2. The in-line test handler according to claim 1, wherein the
first chamber unit and the second chamber unit are provided
in opposite directions, and the spinning apparatus spins the
test tray so as to make the test tray, which is unloaded from the
first chamber unit, spin at an angle of 180°, and then to supply
the test tray to the second chamber unit.

3. The in-line test handler according to claim 1, wherein the
spinning apparatus spins the test tray being maintained in a
horizontal state.

4. The in-line test handler according to claim 1,

wherein the conveyor unit includes a first conveyor module
for transporting the test tray so as to make the sorting
unit and the first chamber unit connected in-line, and a
second conveyor module for transporting the test tray so
as to make the sorting unit and the second chamber unit
connected in-line, and

wherein the spinning apparatus is provided between the
first conveyor module and the second conveyor module
so as to make the first conveyor module and the second
conveyor module connected in-line.

5. The in-linetest handler according to claim 1, wherein the

spinning apparatus includes:

a supporting unit for supporting the test tray;

a base unit provided below the supporting unit, the base
unit to which the supporting unit is spinnably connected;
and

a spinning unit provided in the base unit, wherein the
spinning unit makes the supporting unit spin with a
spinning axis formed in a vertical direction from the base
unit toward the supporting unit so as to spin the test tray
being supported by the supporting unit.

6. The in-line test handler according to claim 1, wherein the

spinning apparatus includes:

a supporting unit for supporting the test tray;

a base unit to which the supporting unit is spinnably con-
nected;

a spinning unit provided in the base unit, wherein the
spinning unit makes the supporting unit spin so as to spin
the test tray positioned at a spinning position in the
supporting unit; and
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atransferring unit provided in the supporting unit, wherein
the transferring unit transfers the test tray, which is
unloaded from the conveyor unit, to the spinning posi-
tion, and unloads the test tray, which spins by the spin-
ning unit, from the conveyor unit.

7. The in-line test handler according to claim 6, wherein the

transferring unit includes:

an inserting member to be inserted into the test tray;

an elevating member connected with the inserting member;

an elevating module for elevating the elevating member so
as to make the inserting member be inserted into the test
tray or detached from the test tray; and

a driving unit for moving the elevating module so as to
transfer the test tray with the inserting member inserted
thereinto.

8. The in-line test handler according to claim 1, wherein the

spinning apparatus includes:

a supporting unit for supporting the test tray;

a base unit provided below the supporting unit, the base
unit to which the supporting unit is spinnably connected;

a spinning unit provided in the base unit, wherein the
spinning unit makes the supporting unit spin at an angle
of 180° so that the test tray being supported by the
supporting unit spins at an angle of 180°;

a protruding member protruding from the supporting unit
in a lower direction from the supporting unit toward the
base unit; and

an absorbing unit connected with the base unit so as to
elastically support the protruding member which spins
atan angle of 180° according as the spinning unit makes
the test tray spin at an angle of 180°.

9. The in-line test handler according to claim 1, wherein the

spinning apparatus includes:

a supporting unit for supporting the test tray;

a base unit to which the supporting unit is spinnably con-
nected;

a spinning unit provided in the base unit, wherein the
spinning unit spins the supporting unit so as to spin the
test tray being supported by the supporting unit;

a transferring unit, provided in the supporting unit, for
transferring the test tray between the supporting unitand
the conveyor unit; and

an elevating unit for elevating the supporting unit so as to
adjust a height of the test tray being transferred between
the supporting unit and the conveyor unit.

10. An apparatus for spinning a test tray comprising:

a supporting unit for supporting a test tray transported
between first and second chamber units facing in the
different directions, wherein the first chamber unit is
provided at a predetermined interval from the second
chamber unit;

a base unit to which the supporting unit is spinnably con-
nected; and
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a spinning unit, provided in the base unit, for spinning the
supporting unit so as to spin the test tray being supported
by the supporting unit,

wherein the spinning unit spins the test tray so that semi-
conductor devices received in the test tray are tested at
the same arrangement in each of the first chamber unit
and the second chamber unit.

11. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the spin-
ning unit makes the test tray spin at an angle of 180° so that the
semiconductor devices are tested at the same arrangement in
each of'the first and second chamber units facing in opposite
directions.

12. The apparatus according to claim 10,

wherein the base unit is provided below the supporting
unit, and

wherein the spinning unit makes the supporting unit spin
with respect to a spinning axis formed in a vertical
direction from the base unit toward the supporting unit
so that the test tray being supported by the supporting
unit spins while being maintained in a horizontal state.

13. The apparatus according to claim 10, further compris-
ing a transferring unit, provided in the supporting unit, for
transferring the test tray,

wherein the transferring unit transfers the test tray
unloaded from the first chamber unit to the supporting
unit, and unloads the test tray from the supporting unit so
as to supply the test tray which spins by the spinning unit
to the second chamber unit.

14. The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the trans-

ferring unit includes:

an inserting member to be inserted into the test tray;

an elevating member connected with the inserting member;

an elevating module for elevating the elevating member so
as to make the inserting member be inserted into the test
tray or detached from the test tray; and

a driving unit for moving the elevating module so as to
transfer the test tray with the inserting member inserted
thereinto.

15. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the spin-

ning apparatus includes:

a protruding member protruding from the supporting unit
in a direction from the supporting unit toward the base
unit; and

an absorbing unit connected with the base unit so as to
elastically support the protruding member which spins
at an angle of 180° according as the spinning unit makes
the test tray spin at an angle of 180°.

16. The apparatus according to claim 10, further compris-
ing an elevating unit for elevating the base unit so as to elevate
the supporting unit, wherein the elevating unit elevates the
base unit so as to adjust a height of the test tray being sup-
ported by the supporting unit.
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